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Presents..



April 13th – May 6th, 2010

What is ELP1?
Are you fed up with being mistreated because of your age, race, sexuality and/or gender? Interested in taking action and getting your voice heard? Well come to FIERCE and learn about youth organizing and social change! ELP1 is FIERCE's paid leadership development program for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Two-Spirit, and Queer youth of color between the ages of 13-23. In ELP1 you will get trained on community organizing, political education, and undoing-oppression.  
Who is FIERCE?

FIERCE is a community organization for Transgender, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two Spirit, Queer, and Questioning (TLGBTSQQ) youth of color in New York City. We are dedicated to building power in our communities through a mix of leadership development, political education, and campaign development. Since 2000 FIERCE has been fighting to keep the Christopher St. Pier a safe space for LGBTQ youth. We fought back an early curfew, we organized for affordable food on the pier, we do copwatch to monitor police harassment, and now we are fighting for a 24-hour LGBTQ youth center in Pier 40. FIERCE organizes against injustices with an ethic of organizing by us, for us. Now that's FIERCE!
When & Where is it?

ELP1 is 4 weeks long. We meet every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 4pm – 8pm. Metro cards and food will be provided. Most days we'll be meeting at FIERCE's office located at 147 W. 24th st, on 6th floor. To get there, you can take the F/1/E/R/C trains to 23rd st. 
What workshops will I see?

· History of LGBTQ organizing

· Intro to Youth Organizing 101

· Undoing Oppression (racism, homphobia, and gender oppression)

· Colonization, Capitalism, & Imperialism

· Whose Pier? Queer Pier! : Gentrification & Policing in the West Village

Get paid to make change
Graduates of ELP1 will get a stipend of $300 at the end of the program for attending all the workshops. In addition FIERCE offers continued paid leadership development opportunities to graduates of ELP1 throughout the year.

How do I get involved?


Fill out the attached application and membership form (if you are not already a member). Mail, fax, or email them to us by FRIDAY March 26th.  All applicants will be expected to attend a group interview on Wednesday March 31st from 5:00-7:30pm at FIERCE's office. Applicants will be notified of their acceptance by April 6th.


  ELP 1 APPLICATION
Detach the info sheet and fax, mail or email your application by March 26th.
** Fax # 646.336.6788 * emerson@fiercenyc.org * 147 W 24th st., 6th floor, NY, NY 10011 **

 Application Due March 26th
First Name:_________________________ Last name:_____________________Birthdate:___/___/____

Name you'd like to be called:_____________________________  Preferred gender pronoun: ________

School:_____________________ Home #:________________________ Cell #:____________________ 

Email Address:______________________________  Myspace page:_____________________________

Home Address:_____________________________________ City:______________ Zip:_____________

Orgnaization(s) you are affiliated with:_____________________________________________________

Best way  to contact you: 
( email
( myspace/facebook (circle)   or
( phone

Best time to contact you [day time, evenings, etc]: _________________________________

In order for us to be discreet please give us any specific instructions or details of what info we should or should not say when calling you or leaving messages (for example: Please do not leave messages on my home phone):________________________________________________________________________

Please answer the following questions completely.  Feel free to use another piece of paper or the back of this paper for more space.  

1. How did you hear about FIERCE and/or ELP?

2. Why are you applying to the Education for Liberation Project? What interests you most? 

3. Have you ever hung out in the West Village or on the Christopher St. pier? Why and when? 

TURN OVER ((
4. What do you think are the three biggest issues facing TLGBTS youth of color and why?

5. What do you think is the best way you can help out your community and/or other Trans, Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two-Spirit, Queer and Questioning youth of color?
6. What will you bring to FIERCE and ELP1? And what do you hope to gain from the trainings?

7. ELP1 is 4-8pm each day of the program. ELP1 graudates who attended all days will receive a $300 stipend for their participation. Can you commit to the days and times for all the workshops?  ( yes   or  ( no  (Skip to #5 if you marked yes).  If no, please state why? 

8. Are you interested in continuing to do youth organizing work at FIERCE after you graduate from ELP1? ( YES   or  ( NO (please explain)

ELP 1 Application Continued….

The following section is optional and is intended to assure diversity in the program. All response within this section will be kept completely confidential, and only FIERCE staff will have access to this information. 

Sexual Identities: (circle all that apply)
Heterosexual      Gay       Lesbian       Pansexual      Bisexual       Queer      Questioning              Other:_______________
Gender Identity: (circle all that apply)

Man    Woman     Transgender      Questioning      MTF      FTM      Gender Queer      Gender Neutral              Two-Spirit              Bi-Gendered     Other:_______________
Race/Ethnicity: (circle all that apply, specify if needed)
Caribbean     Latino/a      Asian/Pacific Islander        Native American       White     Middle Eastern      South Asian         African-American         African         Multiracial     

Other/Specify:____________________________
FIERCE’s membership is made up of many different races, ethnicities, genders, and sexual orientations. FIERCE has a mission with a focus on youth of color, low income, homeless youth, youth in the foster-care system, sex workers, youth who have been in and out of the prison system and youth who are HIV positive. 

Please tell us a little more about your life experience (this info will be kept confidential!) How do the life experiences listed above relate or not relate to your life?

Are you currently or have you ever been… (please check all that apply):

( Homeless

( In the foster care system

( A sex worker

( In the prison system
    

( Dropped (or kicked) out of school
Thank You For Applying!

*Please note that you have to be a member of FIERCE in order to apply to ELP1. If you are not a member please fill out the membership form (see attached) and send in with this application!
Need more info??


FIERCE! 147 West 24th Street, 6th floor 


* 646-336-6789 xt. 203 * fax 646-336-6788


emerson@fiercenyc.org * � HYPERLINK "http://www.fiercenyc.org" ��www.fiercenyc.org� * myspace.com/queerpier | twitter.com/fiercenyc











